PASA Northwest Regional Advisory Committee Meeting 

Minutes

March 20, 2010

Wooden Nickel Buffalo Farm, Edinboro, PA
Present at Meeting:  Leah Smith, Mia Farber, Michele Gauger, Maggie Robertson, Lynne Gelston, David Washousky
Master Classes:
Summer:  Organize one Master Class in the Northwest around the topic of local proteins for consumers.  Showcase a variety of locally available meats, or a cooking class on how to use alternative parts.
Erica Peterson Bartlog would make a good instructor. This could also tie into the Meadville Markethouse, Alice Scholander is a contact.
Next Steps:  Let's start discussing by email potential dates and locations, and decide on the topic we'd like to form the workshop around.Leah will initiate an email discussion and conference call to begin planning in mid-April. 

Fall: Organize a workshop for rural NW growers on how to attract customers, including a CSA informational component.  Possibly include NW Growers and Penn's Corners to discuss what they are looking for.  Grange, Extension, and Meadville Market House are all resources.
Next Steps:  Focus on this workshop at the September RAC meeting.

Membership Development
Warren County needs a stronger PASA presence by attending more events, and reaching out to producers.  Growing Warren Ag is a possible contact to develop stronger relationships in Warren.  http://www.warrenag.org/
Next Steps:  Leah will reach out to Growing Warren Ag to reintroduce PASA and talk about potential collaboration.


Events:
Maggie and Lynne offered to reach out to the Erie Women's Club to attend the North East event May 2 from 1-4.  Contact for more information: Sue McCreary  814-725-2256
Next Steps:  Maggie and Lynne will contact Sue to learn more about the event and confirm with Leah so she can send PASA materials for the event and list it on the PASA calendar.

North East Cherry Festival should have a PASA presence (July 13-17)  http://www.necherryfestival.com/
Next Steps: Leah has requested information from the festival.
Next meeting:
Sunday, Sept. 19 at Dream Thyme Farm
