PASA Southwest Regional Advisory Committee Meeting 

Minutes

March 23, 2010

PASA Office, Pittsburgh

Present at Meeting:  Leah Smith, Becky Kretschmann, Mark Smith, Nigel Tudor, Neil Stauffer, John Parker, Joe Coley, Virginia Robertson

· Discussion of Western Region Work Plan

·  John Parker volunteered to provide technical advice around the development of on-line networking tools

· Discussion of Master Classes

· Heinz Vinegar would like to coordinate a pickling workshop this summer

· Leah and Mia will work with Virginia Robertson to secure a location for this event

· Marcellus Shale Topic:  Farmers need access to unbiased information

· Becky found Butler County Extension and Dickinson Law both good resources

· Nigel mentioned that Range Resources gives tours of drilling fracing and processing.

· Rachel Carson Homestead

· Other resources: Kim Miller, John Laughner

· Scheduling a Member Meeting/Potluck in Southwest

· Becky volunteered to host a meeting at the Kretschmann Farm.  Saturday June 19th.

· May show an outdoor movie.

· Upcoming Events:

· Kretschmann Farm will be at the Green Fair at Ten Thousand Villages and can take PASA information.

· Member Retention: 

· Leah and Michele Gauger, Membership Director, will be organizing a phone bank to make reminder calls to members who have not renewed this year.  If you would like to participate in this, let Leah know and we’ll work together to schedule a day and time in early April.

· Next Meeting:

· Saturday, September 11.  Location TBA
